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MYSTERY ABOUT SAN JACINTO 
The Desert “Magazine, edited by Randall . 
Henderson, an honorary Vice-President of 
the Sierra Club, gives us the following 
information in an article titled " New 
Tramway Bill Is Signed by Governor": 
Bill also provides for construction of 
living accommodations for employees of 
the authority at foot of tramway and 
concession building at the tope--=giant 
cable cars will run from Chino Canyon 
near Palm Springs to Long Valley and 
Hidden Lake 8500 feet above sea level---« 
ski lifts and other snowsports facilities 
are planned for the Long Valley area.---- 
completion of cableway will place desert 
flora and winter sports 20 minutes apart. 
At the last meeting of the Sierra 


Claimed by authorities. present that no 
new threat was presented to the wild 
area characteristics of the present San 
Jacinto State Park.by the lately enacted 
legislation in the Tramway Bill, Ac- 
cording to our maps, Long Valley, where 
the projected top of the tramway is lo- 
cated, is pledsed to be permanently 
maintained in its then wild area condi- 
tion. 

Now with experts like Club directors 
and honorary vice-presidents disagreeing 
on the éffeot of this legislation, we 
are calling on some of our Southern Cal- 
ifornia staff to solve that mystery. 

In the meantime we are getting further 
information on the methocs by which a 
National Forest \ild Area became a State 
Park, and.on pledges and cuarantees made 
by members of the State Park Commission 
at that tine, An interesting legal ques- 
tion is also presented as to whether the 
authority of the tramway is superior in 
the San Jacinto State Park to that of 
the State Park Commission, So, more 
anone -~AHB 


Number 11 
10,000 DAYS OF SKIING 


Over 2,600 names were written in the reg- 
ister of Clair Tappaan Lodge during the 
past ski season. To determine how many 
different people visited the Lodge and 
the averare length of stay would require 
considerable bookkeeping. lor is it pos- 
sible to determine how many would have 
gone elsewhere had the Lodge not existed, 
Retighly estimating from available fig- 
ures, it appears that almost 10,000 man 
deys of skiing were enjoyed there by mem- 
bers and their suests between December 
and May. Rates and reservations being as 
they are, it is apparent that most of 
these people would have had little or no 
time in the snow, had they been dependent 


, upon commercial ski lodges, 
Club Conservation Committee, it was a 


Frequently new members, after their 


first trip to the Lodge and after settling 


their account, still feel that they owe 
something more to the Club for the pleas- 
ant time they have had. It is natural 


for them to express their appreciation 


and gratitude to one of the members of the 
permanent staff, yet more properly these 
"thank you's" should go to those who con= 
ceived the Lodge in the first place and 

to those whose labor brought it to real- 
ity. 

Several fortunate skiers who had vis- 
ited numerous resorts during the winter 
insisted that at Clair Tappaan they had 
the best time of all. It was the only 
place that had a spirit of its own, and 
that was not burdened with a caste system 
based on skiing skill, spending ability 
and drinking capacity. 

A few of those who invested a great 
deal of time and effort in the construc- 
tion of Clair Tappaan Lodge are frankly 
unhappy about it. It is now too big; too 
many come there who are strangers to 
them. They had hoped for a smaller place 
where the same group (conte p. 6) 


STERRA CLUB YODELER 

A semi-monthly publication of the San 
Francisco Bay Chapter. Address all 
communications to: Yodeleditor, Sierra 
Club, 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco 4, 


Subscription: $1.00 rer year (20 issues) 


Yodsler Staff 

Vivian Scnagen, Editor 
Kenneth Adam Jean Gilfillan 
Elsa Bailey Dorothy Hill 
Evelyn Blackman Yvonne Louis 
Cicely Christy Harriet Parsons 
Dick Dilley John P. Schagen 
Barbara Eppler Blanche Stallings 

Isabelle Torrance 


Next Deadline: 
Monday, June 16, 1947, 6 peme 
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LOMA PRIETAN PRATIN'S 


Twenty-five Loma Prietans and their 
guests donned jeans and calicos and 
joined the Bay Chapter at the Barbecue 
Barn Dance, May 24. Thanks for an eve- 
ning of fun and frolic go to Dorothy 

and Hulme Kinkade, who were pinch-hitting 
for Arlene and Harvey Dowling, the honey- 
mooners. 

Even after the May 24 "night-out", 
Russell Varian was fit and able to lead 
the Searsville Leake trip which took the 
group through the Peninsula Housing 
Association Project and along the ridge 
where some time was spent viewing the 
"diggings" of old Domingo, the hermit. 
Lunch time arrived on the summit which 
commanded a view of yellow and white 
Mariposa lilies, yellow and blue brodia- 
ea, redurids, yavrow, sage, sticky mon- 
key flowers, chanise and bicxeye, After 
a climb through the Searsville caves, 
which were full of dirt and grime, the 
gang dropped into the Francisquito Creek 
for a swim and clean-up. Along the 
homeward trail the adventurers encoun- 
tered a 36" rattler which they killed. 
The youngest male Sierran on the trip, 
an eleven-year-old, took the skin and 
ten rattles home in triumph. 

-~Anice George 
WANTED: 35 mm camera (Kodak), 
phone Fred Toby, RAndolph 3003, 


Tele- 


IN THE EDITOR'S MAIL 


Yodeleditors 

My reason for sending you this note is 
to try to meet up with some rock climbers 
around the Yosemite region with whom I 
might do some climbing this summer. It 
would be greatly appreciated if you 
would refer this letter to those who 
might be interested. 

May I introduce myself: I am John B. 
Gardner, o member of the rock climbing 
committee of the Appalechian Club. I've 
done considerable climbing here in the 
east, some in Germany and Austria, and 
though I've hiked thrcugh some of your 
Sierra, I was alone and had to stay off 
the cliffs. I'm 25 years old and, ac- 
cording to some, gifted with more energy 
than brains--which, of course, I deny. 

This summer a party of four of us is 
planning to come west and do some hiking 
from Yosemite to Sequoia. My companions, 
being more inclined to a trail than a 
crack, are going to hike about Yosemite 
for quite a while and it is during this 
time (first two weeks of July) that I 
would like to get together with several 
fellows from the Sierra Club for some 
possible climbing. 

Incidentally, I should say that I have 
not had actual experience with "tension" 
climbing, though naturally have read a 
good deal about it and feel competent to 
pick it up quickiy. I realize the com- 
piications of taking in a stranger fora 
clinbing trip and thus would expect to 
be treated very cautiously--that's just 
part of the gama. 

As prompts a reply as possible would be 
greatly appreciated. I am planning to 
leave the East June 13th and after that 
time I think my best address is with 
my sister, Mrs. F. T. Burak, Box 34, 
Jamestown, Califcrnias 

With every hope of hearing from you, 

I am, very truly yours, 
John B. Gardner 
90 Fair Oaks Avenue, Newtonville 60, Mass. 
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Cy Washburn tells us that attendance fig- 
ures at the Mountain Play reached a grand 
total of 6800--4622 adults, 1825 children, 
and the rest workers, players, coke sel- 
lers, servicemen and gate crashers, 


SOGGY SAGA 


To carry out a Spring outing 
tradition, it rained at Yosem- 
ite, but it didn't matter to 
most of the hardy souls who 
braved the holiday traffic to 
get there, Not if they had 
any sort of a shelter or could 
improvise one, And what a va- 
riety of shelters resulted} 
Green army mountain tents and 
blue and yellow nylon ground 
sheets predominated, but no 
one would have believed the 
number of ways pieces of ma~ 
terial can be used to make a 
cozy home in the rain! 

The rain may have made it 
harder for the Committee, but 
you never would have known it 
to talk to them. They all did 
a wonderful job, Howard Koch 
proved that potscrubbing on 
the High Trip is the perfect 
training for running a Spring 
Outing. Tillie Smedberg's 
meals were, of course, SUPER. 
We on the outing who did no- 
thing but live lazily off the 
fruits of other people's work, 
are supremely grateful for the 
way the committee and ail its 
helpers made‘such a parasitic 
week end possible) 


Rambling Notes 


The western tanager which liked 
Tilzie’s cooking too, taking 
food from our plates—-the gal 
lery of gazers seen at almost 
any tine of any day watching 

rs on Vashington Col- 

tae campfire programs, led 
by Porvia Bradley, Madi Bacon 
and Boris Herman~~the smal.2. 
fry, from cuddle seat on up, 
just about the cutest small 
_fry ever seen, all of them-- 
threw of oar-directors--Presi- 
dent Restor Robinson(and fam- 
ily), Secretary Dick Leonard * 
(aid family) and Charlotte Mauk 
-~Sundry southerners seen--El- 
Sie Bell Earnshaw, Marion 
Jones, Kathleen (cont.p.lj) 
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TAXE YOUR CHOICE FOR THE FOURTH 


Fourth of July week end trips, 
to be announced later this 
month in the summer schedule, 
range from scaling cliffs in 
Yosemite to a Norden trip as 
lazy, or as energetic, as you 
wish, or a joint ascent of Lit, 
Shasta with the iiazamas of Port- 
land e 

For those planning on the 
Shasta trip, here is some pere 
tinent information from leaders 
Derothy Hill and Ted Simen, 

The trip: The party will as- 
semble at the Shasta Alpine 
Lodge on Friday, July kh. You 
can drive to within a mile and 
a half of the Lodge, and trans- 
portation will be arranged 
from Lit. Shasta City for those 
coming by train or bus, 

The climb: The climbing 
party will leave the Lodge 
around 3 Ali, It will take 6 
to 8 hours to reach the summit. 
The climb does not involve any 
rock climbing and is not too 
difficult, but there is a large, 
very steep snow field to be 
crossed, involving extreme cau- 
tion in climbing. The climb from 
the Lodge to the sumuit is ap-— 
proximetely 6,000 ft and is a+ 
about equal in effort, at that 
altitude, to climbing lt, Tam- 
alpais from hill Valley three 
times in succession. 

Equipment: Nailed bocts are 
essential for crossing the snow 
fields and and are compulsory, 
Crampons may be used but only 
if the climber is accustomed to 
their use, es climbing with 
crampons for the first time can 
be dangerous, Climbers using 
crampons should also have an 
ice ax. 

Commissary: Bridge Cooke, 
custodian of the Lodge, will 
serve meals at a nominal cost. 

Reservations; Not later than 
June 27. Call Dorothy Hill, 
Garfield 7950 or AShberry 509, 

Transportation: Call Dick 
Monges, THornwall 2)))-evenings. 
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i NATURAL SCIENCE SECTION 
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The arrival of the NSS in Yosemite for 

with a 35 pound pack, the Memorial Day week end was scattered 
over a period of two or three days. On 


~-that Dick Burnley drove all the way to priday some of the early arrivals walke 
Yount Shasta for a ski-less week end. He ed eee Little nies Gy via the Mist 


Bpent three hours at Sand Flat to see if Trail amid low, dr ting rain clouds and 


it would stop raining, then turned ground penetrating waterfall spray. The clouds 
and drove home, moving through the canyons and enveloping 
~-that FORTUNE has published a series Glacier Point, Clouds Rest, and Half Dome 
of pictures of western national parks, were very impressive. On our approach 
featuring photographs by Ansel Adams in to Nevada Fails we were greeted by a very 
competition with paintings by well known substantial shower, while higher places 
artists. TIME states "the camera had it around us received snow. The usual 

all over the brush"; we say "The Brush! miracle that a campfire produces was. ac- 
was all over the camera. complished so that dry clothes, tea, 
--that Albert Marshall, club member and toasted sandwishes and warmth enabled 
painter of mountain scenes, is visiting us to return cheerfully by the horse 

in Berkeley at present. trail to the Valley. 


-“-no more news: everyone just talked Sunnyside Bench 
about the weather over the week end On Saturday, though rain threatened but 
(but nobody did anything about it). produced only an occasional drop, nine 
of us were led by Dick Johnson up the 
Yosemite (cont. from p. 3) talus slope behind the Museum over 
Lovelock, Nathan Clark, and Peter Fried- rocky outcrops and through ceanothus, 
richsen (who took time out to draw us a oak, and manzanita thickets to Sunnyside 
cartoon)--unseen rock climbers who were Bench. As we paused at a small stream 
out early and back late, but are report- we were reminded of John Muir's descrip- 
ed all home now--the small equestrians tion of "a small cascade" near by. "In 
led around the meadow'on the fiery steed front of it on the bench terrace there 
--the cold hands of the hikers who is a fine garden of Woodwardia and wild 
climbed Clouds Rest and Half Dome-~the vines wherein most of its waters are 
new-fallen snow high up--the mountain absorbed." The ferns and grapes still 
tents that leaked--the ones that didnit grow here undisturbed as when he wrote 
(the majority)--representatives of other in his journal of 1873. We finally 
chapters: the Abeels from the Mother rested for lunch in the spray of the 
Lode--the Don Woods and Hermann Horns Upper Falls. Some of us ventured out on 
from Loma Prieta-~and the sun that shone the talus beneath Lost Arrow for a look 
on Sunday, the day we left. at the swirling mists at the base. Many 
of the magnificent vistas that we stopped 
nN f pro see must have been viewed from these 
\ 4, / same places by Muir, who commented so 
\\ much on watching from the Bench the chang- 
‘ ing weather in the Valley. 
' Calendar 
‘\ June 8: Potrero Meadows. Take 8:25 A.M 
‘ay " Bolinas bus to Bootjack. Bring food to 
-\~ cook for dinner at Lake Lagunitas. 
June 20: Monthly meeting, Mills Tower, 
7:30, Rm. 360. Leo Bowerman will speak 
on "Trees of British Columbia." 

“June 21: NSS Birthday Party at Codor-~ 
nices Park in Berkeley. Taxe "F" train 
to University Ave. and No. 7 to park. 
7:00 P.M. Send check for $2.00 to R.E. 
Fink, o6h2 Outlook Ave.,Oak.5,Deadline 
June 16! 


~-that Will Colby, 72 years young, cele- 
brated his birthday by taking a 60-mile 
pack trip in the Santa Lucia Mountains 


There may be a slight refund. 
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DOUBLE DOSE OF WEATHER AT DOUBLE VENTANA 


Good food, good company, good country, and a liberal dose of fog, overcast, and some 
scattered rain drops characterized the Memorial Day Double Ventana trip. 

Base camp was established at Big Pines, some 12 miles from the road head, in a 
relatively isolated stand of yellow pine. Leader Frank Duveneck had promised a su- 
perb view of the surrounding countryside fron the summit of the Double Ventana, so 
Saturday morning most of the party headed along the 9 mile trail to the mountain top 
despite heavy overcast and lowering clouds. A steady drizzle soon developed, and — 
the view from the peak bore a marked resemblance to the inside of a cloud, had anyone 
bothered to look outside from the comfort of the warm fires, and the coffee and hot 
biscuits turned out by impromptu cook Margaret Dietrich, with the help of Al Schmitz, 
Joe Ferry and District Ranger Gus Rickel who opened up the lookout for the dripping 
hikers. 

Back at camp clearing skies and good food made up for weary muscles, the fire soon 
dried out sleeping bags, clothing and shoes, and campfire songs rang out far into the 
night. Pil 

Although it was late for some wild flowers, many were at the height of their bloom, 
especially the beautiful clumps of pale salmon-colored monkey flowers; the yucca 
plants thrust their tall, lovely "candles" skyward; the Santa Lucia fir, native only 
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most of the hikers, as were the pajahuila ( a tick-like 


ed to be found in this region, yet somehow found their way into some sleeping bags 
and bit at least four of the party. 

Credit for a well managed trip goes to Frank Duveneck, the leader, to Francis Duve- 
neck and Herman Steinmann who handied the pack stock, to Earl and Ruth Working for 
the delicious meals they prepared, to Dr. McDougal and his indefatigable jeep who 
transported dunnage and hikers to the road head but did not go in with the party, 
and to District Ranger Gus Rickel of the U.S. Forest Service, who accompanied the 
party. -~~DMH 


ANGEL WANTED: WITH A CAR TUESDAY DINNER DATING 


Any experienced knapsackers interested in Interesting moving pictures and a talk by 
short pre-vacation warm-up knapsack trip? the new custodian at Mount Tamalpais State 
A long week end to Trinity Alps, leaving Park are scheduled for the next two Tues- 
Friday night after work and drive to days in June at the Women's City Club, 
Weaverville. Knapsack 12 miles next day 65 Post Street. 

to Morrison Meadows and come out Sunday. June 10 - Norman Parsons will show some 
Would like to go June 22 or June 29 week Of his moving pictures. 

ends. Helene Glass, U.S. Forest Service June 17 - Custodian Franklyn Brown will 
YUkon 6=-3111, Extension 91. talk on "Our State Park on Mount Tamalpais. 
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THREE IN ONE FOR LOCAL WALKERS 
On May 24, the local walkers mede three 
mountains in one day + the three peaks 
of Marin County's famous Mt. Tamalpais. 
The weather man was. moet. cooperative and 
arranged to have the fog clear away as 
we sweated end puffed our way: up the 
Throckmorton Trail (or was it only the 
leader who sweated and puffed?) By delay- 
ing fog removal to the last possibie 
moment, the W.M. made our ascent much 
cooler than we expected. Many of the 
party felt that Half Dome would be a snap 
on the Memorial Day week end efter this 
conditioner. 

Once on top, we all felt very superioy 
as we could see lots of fog over south- 
western Marin and western San Frannisco - 
beautiful stuff it is from above. We 
continued cur way along seldom-used 
trails over the other two peaks and down 
to our lunch spot at Rifle Camp. Here 43 
of us ate 43 versions of mountain lunch 
de luxe and then lay out in the sun and 
exposed 43 hard-earned tans for further 
darkening. 

All too soon our siesta was interrup- 
ted by the call to get going, We walked 
along the beautiful Northside Trail, 
alternately through redwood groves and 
high chaparral. One of the hikers had 
participated in the original survey of 
the trail some twenty years ago and it 
wes @ regular homecoming for hin. 
Finally we reached the outskirts of Mill 
Valley and walked down its interminable 
strects to the bus depot, where ws 
collapsed into the seats of the Greyhoun, 

-~Jim Carleton 


Skiing(cont. from p. 1) 
of gocd fellows would get together year 
after year. Theix dreams will surely be 
realized in Valhalla. Meanwhile may 
they find consolation in the knowledge 
that they have helped to make possible 
each year 10,000 days of skiing to people 
who are just like they are--lovers of 
sport, the mountains and the outdoors. 
_rrKeith Lummis 


SUMMER RATES AT ven TAPPAAN LODGE 
Breakfast $ .55 
Luncheon 
Dinner 
Night 
Total per day 


$2.00 
There will be a cook all summer (less 
chores for members ). 
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WE MET THE LEADERS 

The “At Home" night on May 27, for prose 
‘pective trip leaders, with mountain pice 
tures to match was a very successful 
finish to the season of Educational 
Prograns. 

the pons City Club proved to be an 
ideal place for. the meeting. About 100 
people met for dinner beforehand and 
about 200 enjoyed the pictures and circled 
busily around the various leaders at 
intermission time, meeting other campers, 
asking questions and gathering information 

Dick Leonard represented the Outing 
Committee and High Trip Leadership. 
Oliver Kehrlein spoke for the Bage Camp 
Trips, George Templeton and Ned Robinson 
described the Burro Trips, and Bob Brecke 
enfeld and Dorothy Hill represented Knap» 
sack Trips. For pictures we thank Dick 
Leonard, Oliver Kehrlein, Lewis Clark, 
Joanne Fischer, Dorothy Hill and others. 


A. Word. of Appreciation | 


Thinking back over the season, the Educa- 
tional Committee realizes how much it owes 
to a few loyal. helpers. We think first 
of Charlotte Mauk, on whom we depend to 
handle the projector, by no means an easy 
or even a sedentary job; and for most of 
the programs Chariotte and others have 
used their own cars and their strength to 
tra nsport the heavy equipment to and from 
the office, and so save us from express 
charges. 

Lewis Clark 
ready with his 
when called on. 

And even if Dorothy Hill is on the 
Educational Committee we do want to say 
thenk you te her for handling the lonesome 
and undramatic job of addressing the 2000 
postcards that announce the meetings. 

fo these and a host of others who have — 
smoothed our way through a very difficult 
season, we give our very best thanks. 

--CMC 


has also helped us, always 
pictures and @ good talk 


WEST POINT CLUB SCHEDULE - JUNE -~ 
June 7 = 8 Jean Gilfillan (Eve) PR 1660 
* " 14.15 Molly Kopfli (any time TU 054% 
x " 21222 Mary Scaparone(" "“ )TU 0514 
x “ 28-29 Louise Million(Eve) EV 0433 


- «Central Commissary 


HOW ABOUT VACATIONING AT WEST POINT INN? 


